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Letters of Support 

• September 4, 2015, Keith Jackson Letter 

• September 2, 2015, William Lee Letter 

• September 2, 2015 Sam Singer Letter 

• September 1, 2015 Cheryl Smith Letter 

• February 16, 2016 Isaac Taggert Letter 

• August 31, 2015 Ray Jones Letter 

• September 1, 2015 Economic Opportunity Council of San Francisco 
Letter 
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September 4, 2015 


Honorable Judge Breyer, 

I am deeply remorseful and regret my conduct that resulted in this case. I accept responsibility. 

As a teenager, growing up in public housing in North Beach, I prided myself as a hard working young 
man, who held two jobs while attending Galileo High School and an Upward Bound after school college 
prep program at the University of San Francisco for four years. Afterwards, I went off to college at 
Sonoma State University. I've always worked hard to reach goals that I've set for myself which was hard 
mostly due to my being raised by a single mother, who worked all the time, and an alcoholic and abusive 
father who spent the majority of his time being homeless on the streets of San Francisco. But somehow, 
I managed to stay out of trouble and continued working hard to reach my goals. 

In 1992, 1 got involved with my son's school and decided to run for PTA President. One of my goals was 
to empower and encourage parents to get engaged with a public school system that they were 
intimidated by and did not trust. I won the Presidency and was elected to represent parents at the city- 
wide PTA. Two years later, I was asked by a woman, who became my mentor, Ms. Harlen, Principal at 
the child development center, to run for the office of Commissioner on the San Francisco Board of 
Education. I did and won the city-wide election on a shoe-string budget. In 1995, I became the first 
public official in my entire family and community. I was the youngest Commissioner to win a seat on the 
San Francisco Board of Education and was sworn into office by the Honorable Willie Brown. When I first 
started this journey in the public's eye, my direction was very clear- 1 wanted to help parents, help their 
children's educational interests by becoming stakeholders in the process. 

Along my journey as an elected official and even afterwards, I met many people who needed help with 
everything from advice around educational issues, employment, relationships and networking, which 
became very demanding on my time. The more people I helped, the more were referred to me for help 
and I tried to have an attentive and sympathetic ear to their needs. 

Somehow along the way, after too many people, weak boundaries, too many dinners and drinks, I lost 
myself. I wanted to please people, became generous to a fault, and can now see that my judgment 
became poor and my choices were a reflection of it. On reflection, that pride that I had as a young man 
became displaced and misdirected to pleasing those who could help themselves, and I became 
dependent on flattery that fed my ego. 

I started to move to fast and didn't take the time I needed to reflect on my values, goals, or the man I 
desired to be which eventually led me to 2009. In 2009, I made a choice to change my life, focus on my 
family and our future. I had taken care of everyone else and now was the time to purge out unhealthy 
friends, grow my business and restore my family. 

In 2011, 1 met a group of business people who seem established and possessed the means to hire a 
consultancy firm for real. I was eager to do business with them. These businessmen were able to pay 
for dinners and drinks and, for once, I didn't have to pay for everyone's dinner and drinks at the table. 

Up until this point, I often went broke due to generosity and poor judgment. These businessmen were 
able to put me on a monthly retainer for my consultation, which was very significant for me. They 
wanted to develop many types of business in and around San Francisco, such as developing properties in 


Case 3:14-cr-00196-CRB Document 1312-1 Filed 02/17/16 Page 4 of 11 


the Mid-Market area and investing in Yoshi's, with me on point. I thought they were legitimate 
businessmen. I thought they were a blessing and how lucky I was that they choose me to work with. 
There came a point after too much time and investment, time away from home, dinner/drinks, my life 
didn't change rather I became like a gerbil on a wheel moving faster than ever. 

I should have walked away from these businessmen, who of course turned out to be government agents 
in this case, but there was a part of me that wanted to believe the fantasy of something good. Poor 
judgment and horrible decisions got the better of me, and I take full responsibility for my actions that 
led me to plead guilty to Count 2. 

For the first time in my life, since my arrest and incarceration on March 2014, and the house arrest that 
has followed past a year, I feel that I have been living a nightmare, but something very good has come 
out of it: I have found myself again. I have reconnected with my integrity and God. I have slowed down 
enough to think, redefine myself, humble myself, restore my family even in the midst of crisis and feel 
the love of true friends and the warmth of a family that stands beside me, believes in me, forgives me 
and loves me. 

I realize how far I had strayed from myself and what's important. I've learned how to be a home body 
again and let go of the need to please people. My priorities are clear and the goals I have set for myself 
are modest, the people in my life are few and politics is not for me. For the first time in a long time, I've 
had time to think about how I got to this point in my middle aged life, and feel given a second chance, I 
will hold on to the principals and foundation that has kept me and those around me safe all of these 
years. 


Sincerely, 


Keith Jackson 
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William L. Lee 

1460 Jackson Street 
San Francisco, CA 94109 
leew@sbcglobal.net 


2 September 2015 

Charles R. Breyer, Senior District Judge 
San Francisco Courthouse, Courtroom 6, 17 th Floor 
450 Golden Gate Avenue 
San Francisco, CA 94102 

Dear Judge Breyer, 

My name is William (Bill) Lee, former San Francisco Chief Administrative Officer/City 
Administrator. I am asking the Court for leniency for Mr. Keith Jackson. 

I hired Keith in 1999 after his term on the San Francisco Board of Education expired. When I 
interviewed Keith for a position in the City’s Solid Waste Program to increase recycling in the 
City, I found him to be articulate, well-meaning and having a soft spot for youth. The City’s 
recycling program had just started and we needed to aggressively achieve California mandates. 
We needed an employee that could work with the San Francisco Unified School District as well 
as the minority community. 

Over the many years Keith worked for me, I found him to be responsible, dedicated and a 
committed worker with the communities to which he was responsible. Not only did he educate 
our youth in recycling, he helped them find jobs in the environmental area. He lectured at 
churches and at NAACP meetings. His work with minority communities is noteworthy. 

Although Keith has pled guilty, he still has the potential to change his life and the lives of others. 
He is remorseful for the crimes for which he is charged. He is committed to making things right 
and understands that he owes a debt to society. I believe that Keith has changed for the better. 
He is now married to the love of his life and both he and Pam are looking forward to the future. 
We have spoken numerous times regarding job opportunities when he leaves incarceration. 

I ask that the Court grant leniency for Keith. He is young enough to return to society to do 
public good. I promised him that when he is done serving his term that I would help him in any 
way that I possibly can. 

If I can be of further help in providing additional information, please feel free to contact me. 


Sincerely, 



William Lee 
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Sam Singer 

47 Kearny Street, 2 nd Floor 
San Francisco, CA 94108 


September 2, 2015 


Dear Judge Breyer, 

I am writing to ask that you give defendant Keith Jackson the lightest sentence possible in the 
case against him. 

I have known Keith for more than 15 years. We have worked together for many prominent 
clients, including the San Francisco 49ers, Mills Corporation, Lennar Corporation and others, 
consulting on issues of importance to the citizens of the Bay Area and the state. During the time 
I have had the pleasure to work with Keith he has been an outstanding citizen, an honest and 
forthright person who comported himself with honor and dignity and followed the rules. 

Keith has played a leading role in the San Francisco African-American community, fighting for 
improved job opportunities, healthcare and after-school programs. He was - and I hope he can 
continue to be - a voice for the disadvantaged in San Francisco and the state. I am personally 
aware of many instances where Keith donated his time to good causes, such as ensuring the 
economic health of the Ella Hill Hutch Community Center in the Western Addition, the NAACP, 
numerous church organizations and other community groups. 

I found his involvement in the legal proceedings before your court to be completely out of 
character with the person I know. Keith recognizes his poor judgment and role in this illegal 
activity. 

I hope that the many people who counted on his activism can see Keith Jackson return to public 
life where he can continue to do good things for the community. I know that he will carry the 
weight of his poor decision-making in this case forever, but I believe that his swift return to the 
community can make him a leader again - a leader who can prevent others from making the 
errors and poor judgments that he did in this case. 

In summary, I respectfully request that you consider a lenient sentence for Keith so that he may 
return to the important community work he was doing before he got mixed up in this legal case, 
and be a productive citizen again and help others avoid the pitfalls that he himself fell into. 

Thank you for your consideration of this request. 



Sam Singer 
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Cheryl Smith 
3481 Margarita Avenue 
Oakland, CA 94605 
(510) 639-2928 

September 1, 2015 
Honorable Judge Bryer 
Re: Keith Jackson 
Dear Honorable Judge Bryer, 

My name is Cheryl Smith I am writing on behalf of my longtime friend and colleague Mr. Keith Jackson. I 
have known Mr. Jackson nearly 40 years we attended middle school together and during high school we 
attended Upward Bound a program designed to help teens from under privileged backgrounds prepare 
for and gain access to higher education. Years later our paths crossed when Mr. Jackson served on the 
San Francisco School Board and I was working in and around disadvantaged communities in San 
Francisco. We reconnected around our shared interest in keeping children and youth engaged in 
education as a means to rise above poverty, low self-esteem and the many social ills that haunt 
disadvantaged communities. 

In 2007 I joined the staff of Lennar Urban to support the development of several urban renewal projects 
in San Francisco. Mr. Jackson was one of the projects' supporters and a few years later became a 
consultant on the project working with me for about 3 years. During that period Mr. Jackson conducted 
himself as a professional working with me, community stake holders, local ministers and others to 
support the Hunter's Point Shipyard project. I never had any issues with Mr. Jackson's work product and 
found him to be responsive and dedicated to carrying out the duties detailed in our consultant 
agreement. Personally I have always thought of Keith as a caring father, hard worker and supportive 
friend. We have participated in a variety of activities such as work related events, social gatherings, and 
sport events and on each occasion I found Keith to be pleasant, courteous, and engaging. 

Keith has informed me that he has pleaded guilty to political corruption charges which I know is against 
the law and a punishable offense. I understand that you will be sentencing Keith for this offense and am 
asking that you please consider giving the lowest possible sentence including probation. I believe that 
this experience has not been in vain and that Keith accepted responsibility for his involvement to be an 
example of redemption, to restore trust in the political structure of San Francisco and the State of 
California and to minimize any further embarrassment to his family. 

These situations are difficult for family and friends to address but I know it is important that you hear 
from people to give you a perspective of the whole person so I thank you for the opportunity to tell you 
about my professional and personal relationship with Mr. Keith Jackson and I hope that you will weigh 
all his attributes when considering his sentence. 
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February 16, 2016 


Judge Breyer 

San Francisco Federal District Court 
Courtroom 6 - 17 th Floor 
450 Golden Gate Ave 
San Francisco, Ca. 


Dear Judge Breyer: 

I wanted to take a moment to write this letter of support for Mr. Keith Jackson on behalf of his family 
and friends. Mr. Jackson will be appearing before your court soon. My name is Isaac Taggart, I grew up 
with Mr. Jackson and our families have known each other for over 40 years. 

Also professionally, I have worked in the Prison/Reentry field for over 15 years including working for 
former Congressman/City of Oakland Mayor Ronald V. Dellums administration from 2008 - 2011 as his 
Reentry Specialist for the City of Oakland. 

Your honor I wanted you to know that Family and Friends are here in support of Mr. Jackson because he 
has always been a Role Model and Man of Character. He is one of the nicest guys we know to ever get 
caught up in this unfortunate situation. Keith, a Local Boy made good growing up in Housing Projects in 
North Beach, San Francisco to becoming the President of San Francisco Unified School Board District. 

Sir, regarding sentencing we are humbly asking you to strongly consider alternative sentencing such as 
Time Serviced while under House Arrest; Probation and Community Service. Mr. Keith Jackson is 
remorseful and has taken full responsibility for being caught up in this unfortunate situation. 

The Community can benefit from his talks on the importance of Ethical Behavior in Politic and the 
consequences for both the People and the Individual when Ethical Behavior in Politics is ignored. 

Thank you for taking a moment to read and consider the support from Mr. Keith Jacksons' Family and 
Friends. 

Sincerely, 

Isaac Taggart 

isaactaggartsr@yahoo.com 

510-776-7125 
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August 31 st , 2015 


The Honorable Judge Bryer 
United States Federal Court 
City and County of San Francisco, California 


Re: Keith Jackson 


Dear Judge Bryer, 


In light of the prevailing circumstances, writing this Character Letter for Keith Jackson is not a task I 
take lightly. I have known Keith for close to 25 years and participated in his campaign and election to 
the San Francisco School Board, as well as other local political elections of common interest. Through 
our mutual concerns for the betterment of San Francisco and its citizens, both politically and socially, I 
found myself in Keith's company throughout those 25 years. As a person and friend, senior enough to 
be Keith's dad, I often found myself serving as a sounding board for some of Keith's life aspirations and 
challenges, both politically and personally. During these years of interacting with Keith, I have grown 
to know and appreciate him as a genuinely caring father and husband and as a good human being. I 
have had the distinct pleasure of being friendly counsel to Keith, while he was experiencing the 
unfortunate and very challenging breakup with his former wife and mother of his sons. I am also a 
friend to his current wife, Pamela. Over time I have witnessed the true core of Keith's character; the 
human being and the base of his integrity and desire to be a good citizen and do the right things. 


It truly distresses me, as an America and a human, to witness the pre-designed and calculated 
destruction of a good person. And for what ultimate purpose? 


Of course, I've read the many articles depicting Keith as a demon of varying sorts, as he went about his 
his normal business, consulting with politicians and other business persons. In my humble opinion, and 
having been involved politically over decades in Connecticut, Seattle, WA and San Francisco, what has 
been described as political racketeering, is simply the way politics function in America. We all know 
that politicians and those seeking political offices will promise anything while campaigning and raising 
funds. Often times, they are hopeful that they can deliver on those promises, but more often “horse 
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trading” does not always make room for delivery. I have never held office, but have worked closely 
with many seeking and holding office. 


I will pause for a moment to share with you, Judge Bryer, who I am and why I care. I am a 78 year old 
gentleman, retired from a fairly long employment history in Finance, Management and Banking, both 
on the East and West Coasts. After retiring from my career work I consulted for Human Relations 
Organizations, such as The Greater Seattle Church Counsel and The National Conference for Christians 
and Jews (NCCJ). I was born into a family who saw it appropriate and necessary to be involved with 
communities and with persons of good will. Volunteering, has been a life long necessity for me, even 
while I worked at my career. 


I have the honor of having been chosen in 1991 as San Francisco's first “Points Of Light” Awardee, 
along with a 1992, San Francisco Proclamation, naming August 24 th , J. Ray Jones Day, by Former 
Mayor Frank M. Jordan. I am currently a Certified Volunteer Counselor, with San Francisco's Health 
Insurance Counseling and Advocacy Program (HICAP) for Medicare Beneficiaries. I am also the San 
Francisco City and County's Volunteer Medicare Fraud Liaison, with the Senior Medicare Patrol. 

Of course there are many other areas, in the San Francisco, Seattle WA and Hartford CT communities, 
where I have been involved. And while it is a bit embarrassing for me to speak of the history of life's 
involvement, I wanted you to know why I care, and who it is that is speaking for the character of my 
young friend and associate. My life has been fashioned through faith and honor, wisdom and 
compassion, level and square, and above all, love. 


Honorable Judge Bryer, Keith Jackson, is (not) the person depicted in the FBI Indictment and the Press. 
Certain styles of Entrapment, should be against the law. 


Thank you, and I beg your indulgence, 


J. Ray Jones 


ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY COUNCIL OF SAN FRANCISCO 

1426 Fillmore Street, Suite 301 • San Francisco, California 94115 
(415) 749-5600 • Fax: (415) 749-3956 • Web: www.e0csf.0r2 
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September 1,2015 


To whom it may concern: 


The Economic Opportunity Council of San Francisco is an agency created by the Civil Rights 
legislation of 1964. We are charged with serving the needs of citizens living below the poverty 


We presently operate ten low income childcare centers, an energy program where we not only 
pay the energy bills once a year for those who have fallen on hard times as well as weatherizing 
the home low income homeowners and non-profit low-income housing complexes. We also are 
funded thiough the San Francisco City and County of Department of Public Works to manage a 
low income serving program that helps people to become job ready. 

I have known Mr. Keith Jackson for over thirty years and have always known him to be a person 
ol good character and work ethic and I believe his current troubles to be an aberration with no 
likelihood of being repeated. As a elected public official he strongly supported programs for low 
income youth and their families. Therefore, whenever he is released we would seriously consider 
him foi employment in a position that would fit his skill level and would be pleased to assist him 
in any way we could. 

If you have further questions please do not hesitate to contact me at the referenced numbers or bv 
mobile phone: 4 1 5 407-6359. 


Sincerely, 



%/ fV 

Rev. Aijiold Townsend 
Board President 


Child Care 
Program 

( 415 ) 749-5600 


Community Services 
Program 

( 415 ) 749-5600 


Energy Assistance 
Program 

( 415 ) 749-6491 


Potrero Hill Family 
Rescource Center 
( 415 ) 206-2121 


